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Amdt dated February 1, 2005 

Reply to Office action of November 9, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1.-16. (Cancelled). 

17. (Currently amended) A computer system comprising: 

a radio module oonfigurod to provido w i re le ss aooooo to a network, and 
whoro i n tho rod i o modulo i o c onfigured to scan for available 
wireless access points-res pons i v e to an as s e rt i on of a d l g i t aMnput 
o i g n a l ^M h e - r a d i o - modu l o ; 

a power supply coupled to the radio module: havina an onablo input s i gna l 
ond o powor output roil, ond whore i n th e pow e r supply pow e rs th e 
output ra il r es pon si v e to asse rt i on of the enabl e i nput -s ignal; 

an electrical switch mounted on an external surface of the computer 
system; 

a seek logic coupled to the electrical switch and the power supply: h a wng - o 
pow e r s upp l y co ntFol output o i gna l , a s eek output si gna l ond Q oook 
requ es t - i nput si gna l , wh o r o in tho powor su pply contro l output si gnal 
coup l o o to tho onablo input s i gna l of th e pow e r s upply, th e see k 
output s i gna l o eupl oG to tho d i git inp ut signa l of tho radio modu le , 
an d- th e s e ek r e qu e st i nput s i gna l coup l oG to tho cic atri ca l sw i tch; 

wherein the seek logic is configured to command the power supply to 
power the radio module responsive to the actuation of the electrical 
switch, and the command Qooort i ts pow e r supp l y contro l si gn a l to 
th e pow e r supply and assert its s e ek output s i gna l to th e rod i o 
modulo respons i v e - to - a ctuat i on of tho otootaca i- sw i tch only when 
the computer system is powered-off; and 

wherein the radio module i s furth e r conf i gu re d to i nd i cat e scans for 
available wireless access points, and indicates t he availability of a 
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wireless access poin t both while the computer system Is powered- 
off. 

1 8. (Currently amended) The computer system as defined in claim 1 7 wherein 
the radio module further comprises: 

a media access controller coupled to a Universal Serial Bus (USB) of the 
computer system, the media access controller having a digital input 
signal coupled to the eeek- o ut put -ei gna l- of the seek logic, and 
wherein the media access controller i s - - furth e r adapt e d to -s can 
scans for available wireless access points responsive to assertion 
of the Qook output G i analdiaital input signal bv the seek logic : 

a plurality of radio circuits adapt e d to that convert wireless communication 
from the computer system to radio frequency signals; and 

a signaling unit coupled to the media access controller that indicates the 
availability of a wireless access point 

19. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 16 wherein the 
signaling unit further comprises a light emitting diode (LED) coupled to the media 
access controller, and wherein the media access controller lights the LED if a 
wireless access point is available. 

20. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 16 wherein the 
signaling unit further comprises a display device capable of scrolling text 
messages, and wherein the media access controller places text messages on the 
display device indicating the availability of a wireless access point. 

21 . (Currently amended) The computer system as defined in claim 17 wherein 
the electrical switch further comprises a momentary push button switch mounted 
on tep -an outer surface of a video display of the R ot e book computer svstemw hen 
thot v i doo d i sp la y i s i n th e clos e d pos i t i on . 
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22. (Currently amended) The computer system as defined in claim 17 wherein 
the seek logic re configured to assort th e- power -su pp l y o u tput oiano l command 
the power supply to supply power to the radio module for a same amount of time 
that the electrical switch is activated, thus requiring the user to hold electrical 
switch In the actuated position during a seek period of the media access 
controller. 

23. (Currently amended) The computer system as defined in claim 22 wherein 
the seek logic further comprises: 

a power supply enabled input signal, wherein the power supply enabled 
input signal Is asserted to indicate that the notebook computer is 
powered-on; and 

wherein the seek logic is further configured to refrain from a o oort l n g-its 
cook output oianol if commanding the radio module to perform a 
scan for available .wireless access points if t he power supply 
enabled input signal is asserted. 

24. (Currently amended) The computer system as defined in claim 17 
wherein, responsive to a momentary actuation of the electrical switch, the seek 
logic is configured to command the power supply to power the radio moduJe 
a sse rt th e pow e r s upp l y output -si gn al -for a sufficient amount of time to allow the 
radio module to perform a wireless access seek function, and wherein the seek 
logic f u rth e r momentar il y a sse rts rts se ek output - signa l commands the radio 
module to perform a scan for availably wireless access points, responsive to the 
momentary actuation of the electrical switch. 

25. (Currently amended) The computer system as defined in claim 24 wherein 
the seek logic further comprises: 

a power supply enabled input signal, wherein the power supply enabled 
input signal is asserted to indicate that the notebook computer is 
powered-on; and 
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wherein the seek logic is further configured to refrain from aocort i ng i to 
see k output s i gn al commanding the radio module to perform a scan 
for available wireless access points if the power supply enabled 
input signal is asserted. 

26. (Currently amended) A method of finding wireless access points with a 
computing device, the method comprising: 

requesting a wireless access seek with the computing device powered-off; 

scanning for available wireless access points with a wireless 
communication module of the portable computing device, while 
remaining portions of the computing device are powered-off : and 

Indicating the availability of wireless access points while the remaining 
portions _of the computing device are powered-off . 

27. (Original) The method as defined in claim 26 wherein requesting a 
wireless access seek further comprises actuating a momentary push-button. 

28. (Original) The method as defined in claim 27 wherein actuating a 
momentary push-button further comprises pushing a button mounted on an outer 
surface of the computing device. 

29. (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim 26 wherein 
requesting a wireless access seek further comprises: 

enabling substantially only a power supply that supplies power to e-tfcg 

wireless communication module; and 
asserting a seek request signal to the wireless communication module. 

30. (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim 26 wherein scanning 
for available wireless access points further comprises executing software in a 
microcontroller of a- the wireless communication module, and wherein the 
software controls various radio components in the wireless communication 
module. 
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31. (Original) The method as defined in claim 26 wherein informing the user of 
the availability of wireless seek access points further comprises lighting a light 
emitting diode. 

32. (Currently amended) A structur e of a computer capab le of seeking 
w i r eless- aoo e ss points for o n e twor -fc- when - tho-oomputor io poworod-offi-th e 
s tructur e comprising: 

a seek request button mounted on an outer surface of the computer; 
a seek logic coupled to the seek request button; 

a f i rst powo F-sw pp l y-eoup le d to th e see k - l og i c, and wh o roin th o o ook l og i c 

aooort i on of tho Gook roquoot button; 
a wirelesB communication module coupled to the seek logic and the-fi/irst 
power supply, wherein the first power supply powers substantially 
only the wireless communication module responsive to assertion of 
the seek request button , and wherein the seek logic enables the 
wireless communication module to perform seeking for wireless 
access points responsive to assertion of the seek request button; 
and 

a notification device coupled to the wireless communication module, 
wherein the notification device Indicates the availability of a wireless 
access point, 

33. (Original) The computer as defined in claim 32 wherein the notification 
device further comprises a light emitting diode. 

34. (Currently amended) The computer as defined in claim 32 wherein the 
seek logic i c furth e r a da pted to ■ r e fra i n refrains f rom enabling the wireless 
communication module to perform seeking for wireless access clients if the 
computer is powered-on. 

35. (Cancelled). 
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36. (Currently amended) A computer system w i th ■ ■ w i re l ess network i ng 
oapob il ity, 4 h e- oornput e r syst e m comprising: 

a means for activating a seek for a wireless access point mounted on an 

outer surface of the computer; 
a means for wireless network access: 

a first means for powering the means for wireless network access: 
a contro l l og i o means for controlling the means for wireless network 
access coupled to the means for wireless network access, the 
means for activating , and the means for powerin g tho cook for q 
w i rolooo oooooo point ; 
a f i r s t pow e r oupply m e ans coup le d to th e contro l l og i o m e an s , and 
wh e r e in th e control -l og i o m e ans e nab le s sub s tant i a ll y on l y th e first 
pow or o upp ly moons ro s pon oi v o- to -ao oort i on of tho oook roquoot 
button; 

a me a n s- fo p wiro l oss network Qoo e s s- Go a p l ed to th e contro l l og i o m e ans 
a neHh e- firot powor oupp l y moono, w herein the first p o w e F- supp l y 
m e ans a dapt e d means f or powering powers substantially only the 
means for wireless network access th e m e an s for wir eless n e twork 
assess, and wherein the o ontro l-l og i c means foL£OQii^lliag_enables 
the means for wireless network access to perform a_seekm§ for 
wireless access points responsive to assertion means for activating 
a-see k for a w i r eles s acc e ss po i nt ; and 

a means for notification m e ans coupl e d to th e w i rete sS'- eeffHTvuR iea ti e n 
modu le- for not i fying a oomput er s y s t e m us e r of the availability of a 
wireless access poin t coupled to the means for wireless 
pprnm^niggtipn. 

37. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 36 wherein the means 
for activating a seek request for a wireless access client further comprises an 
electrical switch mounted on an outer surface of the computer system. 

38. (Currently amended) The computer system as defined in claim 36 wherein 
the control log i o means for controlling ic furthor adapted to r e frain refrains from 
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enabling the means for wireless network access to perform seeking for wireless 
access points if the computer system Is tyme^fioweigc^n, 

39. (Currently amended) The computer system as defined in claim 36 wherein 
the notif i cat i on means for notification f urther comprises a light emitting diode 
(LED), and wherein the means for wireless network communication lights the 
LED to indicate the availability of a wireless access point. 

40. (Currently amended) A structure of a handheld device capab l e - o f- eoe ki ng 
w i r eless aGo e s s points for a n e twork; - th e- stfuotuF e comprising: 

a seek request button mounted on an outer surface of the device; 

a wireless communication module coupled to the seek request button, and 
wherein the wireless communication module p e rfor - ms ^- s ee k i ng 
seeks f or availability of a wireless aco e ss points connection to the 
Internet for a computer, th g seeKinq responsive to assertion of the 
seek request button; 

a system battery coupled to the wireless communication module, and 
wherein the system battery supplies power to the wireless 
communication module during seeks for wireless access points; 
and 

a notification device coupled to the wireless communication module, 
wherein the notification device indicates the availability of a wireless 
access point 

41. (Original) The handheld device as defined in claim 40 wherein the 
notification device further comprises a light emitting diode (LED). 

42. (Original) The handheld device as defined in claim 41 wherein the 
notification device further comprises a plurality of LEDs arranged in such a way 
as to indicate one of the availability and non-availability of wireless access. 
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43. (Original) The handheld device as defined in claim 40 wherein the 
notification device further comprises a display device for displaying text 
messages indicative of the availability of wireless access. 

44. (Original) The handheld device as defined in claim 40 wherein the 
wireless communication module further comprises: 

a microcontroller coupled to the seek request button and the system 
battery, and wherein the microcontroller is programmed to perform 
wireless access seeks responsive to assertion of the seek request 
button; 

a plurality of radio circuits coupled to the microcontroller adapted to 
facilitate the microcontroller's wireless access seeks. 

45. (New) A system comprising: 

a mobile computing system in a powered-off state; 
a wireless communication module coupjed to the mobile computing 
system; and 

a seek enable button mounted on an exterior surface of one of the mobile 
computing system or the wireless communication module; 

wherein the wireless communication module, when commanded by a user 
actuating the seek enable button and while the mobile computing 
system is powered-off, scans for availability of wireless access to a 
network; and 

wherein the wireless communication module informs the user of availability 
of wireless access while the mobile computing system is powered- 
off. 

46. (New) The system as defined in claim 45 further comprising: 
a power supply coupled within the mobile computing system; 

wherein the power supply, responsive to actuating of the seek enable 
button by the user, supplies power to the wireless communication 
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module, and refrains from powering the mobile computing system 
such that the mobile computing system remains powered-off. 

47. (New) The system as defined in claim 46 further comprising: 

a seek logic coupled between the seek enable button and the power 
supply, the seek logic also coupled between the seek enable button 
and the wireless communication module; 

wherein the seek logic, responsive to assertion of the seek enable button, 
commands the power supply to supply power to the wireless 
communication module, and wherein the seek logic, responsive to 
assertion of the seek enable button, commands the wireless 
communication module to scan for availability of wireless access to 
a network. 

48. (New) The system as defined in claim 47 wherein the seek logic refrains 
from commanding the power supply and wireless communication module if the 
mobile computing system is powered-on. 

49. (New) A method comprising: 

accepting a command from a user of a powered-off mobile computing 
device to perform a search for wireless network availability; and 
thereafter 

performing a search for wireless network availability by a wireless 
communication module of the mobile computing device, the 
performing while the mobile computing device is powered-off; and 

Informing the user of an outcome of the performing, the Informing while the 
mobile computing device is powered-off. 

50. (New) The method as defined In claim 49 wherein accepting further 
comprises sensing the actuation of a seek enable button on an exterior surface of 
one of the mobile computing device or the wireless communication module. 
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51. (New) The method as defined in claim 49 wherein informing further 
comprises lighting a light emitting diode. 

52. (New) The method as defined in claim 49 wherein informing further 
comprises scrolling a message across a liquid crystal display. 
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